
COURSES



NCUK International Foundation 
Programme (IFY)
A unique, focused programme of study, the NCUK International 
Foundation Programme (IFY) gives international students a pathway 
to a guaranteed place on one of more than 4,000 suitable degree 
courses at 16 of the UK’s leading universities

Students can then personalise their programme 
of study by selecting additional subjects from  
a broad range of options including IT, Art and 
Mandarin. This allows them to develop existing 
interests and try out new academic disciplines 
before specialising at A-Level.

Alongside the standard two-year programme 
offered from Year 10, we also provide an option 
to undertake GCSEs in just one year. Rather than 
studying up to nine subjects over two years, 
students on the one-year pathway will typically 
select six subjects because of the intensive 
nature of the course. Mathematically able 
students will also have the option to study 
Additional Maths.

Age  14+

Duration  2 years / 1 year intensive

Start  September 

Hours per week  35

Subjects  English Language / English Literature / Art / Biology / Business Studies / Chemistry / 

Geography / History / ICT / Physics / Mathematics / Additional Mathematics / Mandarin / Spanish 

Age 16–20

Duration 1 year

Start September

Subjects Upon selected pathway

GCSE 
Our GCSE courses give students a complete education focused  
on the core subjects of English, Maths and the Sciences to provide 
a strong foundation for studying at A-Level and beyond.

IFY students study a combination of  
subjects at an accelerated pace while also 
developing the language, social and cultural 
skills necessary for university life. In total, 
there are 25 hours of contact time per week, 
complemented by academic and pastoral 
support from the college to ensure students 
are well prepared for their next step. 

Lessons are complemented by frequent  
exam practice to familiarise students with 
formal assessments and build their confidence 
in exam environments. They also serve to 
monitor ongoing progress, adding another  
layer to the weekly meetings students have  
with their dedicated personal tutors that 
ensure they remain on track.

Alongside academic study, students take  
part in regular PE and PSHE sessions, and  
are encouraged to participate in co-curricular 
activities ranging from yoga and football  
to photography and computing. There are  
also regular cultural and sporting trips, and 
opportunities for residential visits abroad to 
extend students’ subject knowledge and 
deepen friendships.

In addition to the NCUK universities, this highly 
regarded qualification is also accepted by other 
leading institutions in the UK and by a number 
of universities worldwide, including in the US, 
Australia, Canada and Ireland.



A-Level
The ‘gold standard’ of English education, A-Levels are  
internationally recognised academic qualifications that open 
the door to the world of university study.

At Chelsea Independent College, we pride 
ourselves on our unmatched understanding  
of the ongoing curriculum and our insight into 
assessment developments, which together 
guide our high-quality teaching and ensure  
we continue to secure first-class A-level  
results year upon year. 

With a broad range of subjects on offer, we 
provide students with professional guidance  
on suitable study plans based on their aims and 
objectives. They will study four subjects in their 
first year before narrowing down to three core 
subjects in their second year, and choices will  
be influenced by university pre-requisites  
and keeping degree options open.

Age  16+

Duration  2 years / 1 year intensive

Start  September 

Hours per week  20+

Subjects  Accounting / Art & Design (including graphics) / Biology / Business Studies /  
Chemistry / Computer Science / Economics / English Language / English Literature / Film Studies / 
Further Mathematics / Geography / Government & Politics / Graphic Communication / History / 
Mandarin / Mathematics / Media Studies / Philosophy / Photography / Physics / Psychology / 
Russian / Sociology / Spanish / Textiles 

We keep our class sizes to a minimum,  
with an average of just eight students per  
class. This means teachers can provide help  
and support at a level and style appropriate  
to the individual, and we encourage student 
participation in class discussions to create a 
collaborative and dynamic learning environment. 

When the time comes to submit university 
applications, our team of expert UCAS advisors 
support students at every stage, providing 
guidance on selecting an appropriate degree 
course, writing a personal statement, and 
preparing for interviews. 

And, despite competition increasing for 
sought-after destinations, such as Oxbridge, 
and for particular courses, such as Medicine or 
Dentistry, our experience and expertise in these 
areas gives our students the best chance of 
being accepted.

For the most committed students or for  
those looking to retake, we can also offer 
A-Level studies over a period of one year 
or 18 months. With weekly exam practice, 
constructive feedback and concise notes, 
these intensive courses are designed to 
achieve top grades in a shorter time 
than the standard two-year option.

All our A-Level students can expect

• To be thoroughly prepared for the demands of a university education 

• To receive expert advice and support with UCAS applications 

• To develop strong, productive and trusting relationships with their tutors

• To feel supported as part of the close-knit College community

• To work to a programme designed to help them achieve their academic potential



AAT Accounting Qualification (AAT)
Students looking to develop their financial skills can  
undertake the internationally recognised AAT Accounting 
Qualification at CIC in addition to their A-Level subjects.  
The course has been approved by the AAT.

The course has been approved by the Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT),  
the professional body for vocational accountants in the UK, following our successful  
completion of a rigorous accreditation process. 

On completion of the course, students gain the Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Accounting,  
giving them recognised skills in this highly valuable area of business.

Academic English Programme (AEP)
Designed for international students who are non-native speakers  
of English, this programme focuses on equipping students with the 
essential English language and study skills needed to perform in  
an English-speaking academic context.

Classes integrate writing, reading, speaking and listening skills in four specialised lessons  
per week. International English Language Testing System (IELTS) preparation classes and  
IELTS booking services are also available to AEP students as required.

High School Term 
An exciting one-term programme, High School Term gives  
students from non-UK educational systems the opportunity  
to experience studying in London at A-level standard. 

Students typically choose three or four subjects, working alongside current A-level students  
to develop their subject knowledge at depth as well as their written and problem-solving skills. 
They also have the option to extend their studies beyond a term. 

With a relaxed atmosphere, a diverse student base and an emphasis on high-quality English 
provision, CIC is the ideal school to provide a programme of this nature, giving a taste of English 
education to those who might be thinking of applying to a British university in the future.

Summer School
Chelsea Academic Summer is designed to give overseas  
students a unique opportunity to learn about their chosen  
career pathway, hear from subject specialists and visit top 
universities in the UK. 

The two-week residential course is for students aged 14-17 and includes workshops,  
subject-specific excursions and a fun social programme alongside a dynamic English  
language programme that aims to enhance attendees’ command of written and spoken  
English - essential skills for studying at a UK university.



JOINING 
Choosing to study at Chelsea Independent College means  
joining an environment where everyone has a passion for  
education and personal development.

There are three simple steps in our admissions process: 
1 Register your details with us, together with your latest school report or predicted GCSE grades.

2 We will contact you to arrange a face-to-face interview with the Principal, where we talk discuss 
your aims and ambitions, and ensure your personal learning plan is tailored to achieving them. 
The interview providesan opportunity to get to know us and ask any questions about the college 
and our courses.

3 Following a successful interview, we will send you a formal offer letter along with  
documents thatcontain details of how to accept your place and the acceptance deadline.

We are proud to accept applications to the college from international students, and we hold a  
Tier 4 sponsor licence with the United Kingdom Visas & Immigration (UKVI). In addition to submitting 
school reports and grade transcripts, applicants may also be required to sit our English and Maths 
test, and for those who are unable to attend face-to-face interviews, Skype interviews can be arranged.

Throughout the application process, we will keep you updated on progress and inform you  
of the next steps that need to be taken. If you have any questions, you are welcome to contact  
us via telephone or e-mail at any point.

Admissions
Telephone: 0207 610 1114 
Email: admissions@cic.ac 
www.chelseaindependentcollege.com 


